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“Platform”  Rocker 

This  rocking  chair  has  been  in 
my  husband’s  family  for  at  least 
85  years.  Originally  the  seat  was 
made  of  cane.  What  can  you  tell 
me  about  it? — O.C.M.,  Poland, 
Ohio. 

Your  rocker  is  a  type  of  patented 
chair  made  in  the  1880s  that  is 
increasingly  prized  by  today’s 
collectors.  It  is  called  a  “plat¬ 
form”  rocker  because  it 
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time  when  most  furniture  makers 
were  trying  to  achieve  a  look  of 
elegance  through  lavish,  often 
tasteless,  decoration. 


treasured  possession.  Send  a  clear  black-and-white  photograph 
at  je  returned  nor  appraisals  given,  and  only  those  letters 


